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EDITORIAL 

Hello! Everyone. As your President, I'm Looking forward to 

an exciting 1988 in the Arana Contract Bridge Club. 

Our Club is growing in numbers and we must all protect our 

genial and caring atmosphere. This is each members 

responsibility. 

We are aware that Gremlins were responsible for some 

members being omitted from the Club Booklet - our 

apologies for not being more thorough. 

To ensure our records are complete, would each member of the Club fill in the 

attached form. As our Club grows so do the "jobs". To keep costs down, the 

Committee thought a register of volunteers talents would be a good idea - to be 

tapped  as needs arise. 

Thank you volunteers Violet Ferdinands, Deslei Den Haan, Dot Cain, Jennifer 

Lewis and Bob Pearce. 

Violet, for looking after Library Records, Deslei for doing the supper 

supplies, Dot for taking over the messy job of running the Gestetner, Bob who 

has agreed to keep Historical Records of our Club. 

Jennifer, in addition to helping Violet with the Library, more importantly is 

the Club "Partner Contact". Any one unable to play with their partner please 

contact Jennifer to arrange a substitute. By simply not turning up can cause 

disappointment when partner is unable to play due to no other person being 

available at the start of club play. A simple phone call to Jennifer on 

289.7160 (in our booklet) will ensure the best opportunity of obtaining a 

partner for the night/day. Likewise, Jennifer may be able to find a partner for 

those who have not made prior arrangements. 

The Committee has decided to run, on a trial basis, a free game bonus on 

Wednesday evenings, alternating each week between outright and handicap 

winners. Pam Horton, our newest Committee member, has designed and produced 

special cards to be handed to the winners who may then redeem these cards at 

any night's play. These cards are not collectors items - please keep then in 

circulation – Don't do as I will (if it ever happens) Do as I say!!! This 

commences on the 2nd March. 

Also we will be holding Howell movements evenings, as opposed to our usual 

Mitchell movements, a few times through the year, for added interest. 

The beginners classes commence on March 1st and 2nd respectively. Please make 

sure Judy or Neil has the name of anyone intending to take part. Wednesday 

evening classes are restricted due to teaching space so don't miss out. 

The Bidding Seminar is being held on Sunday 13th March and once again it is 

vital to know the numbers attending. Please register with Neil Orford before 

the 9th March. 

Welcome to our new members for 1988 - Ruth Bryant, Joyce Connor, Peggy Wenham, 

Nev and Pat Dixon. It's great to see new happy faces.  

 Adrienne Broughan 

 (President) 
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PLAYING ON AN ASSUMPTION 

Whilst trying to think of something positive to print in our first "Trump-It" for the 

year, a book I had read many years ago came to mind. The book had a marked influence on 

my game after the first time I read it, and the content and advice are still very much 

part of my game today. My copy is yellow with age and unfortunately I have not seen it 

in print for many years. This is not meant to be a book review, however, allow me to 

share some of Marshall Miles thoughts from his gem of a book "Card Reading at 

Contract". 

In order to play or defend well at bridge, it is necessary to visualize all fifty-two 

cards, not just the twenty-six you can see in your own hand and dummy. This can be 

achieved in a number of ways - by counting, analysing the bidding, interpreting the 

information partner is sending, and drawing inferences from the way the opponents are 

playing or defending. Frequently it is necessary to 'place' certain cards arbitrarily 

and to play on the assumption that the cards are distributed in this manner. The 

justification for doing so is that your play will gain if your assumption is correct, 

and it will not lose if it is incorrect. For example, with AQ opposite xx, you normally 

finesse the queen even when you have no clue regarding the location of the king. You 

take the finesse because it will gain a trick if the king is on side, and you will 

still take the one trick to which you are entitled if the queen loses to the king. Here 

is an example. 

Contract:  4S 

Lead    :  King of clubs 

West lead the king of clubs, followed by the queen. East overtakes the 

queen with the ace and cashes the jack, west discarding a high spade. East 

then shifts to a low spade. Will the finesse work? I don't know, but it is 

not worth stewing over! The king can hardly be singleton (East won't stay 

out of the bidding with seven spades and five clubs, nor would west blank 

the king of spades), so the only chance to make the contract is to 

finesse. You have no reason to believe the finesse will work, but you also 

have nothing to lose by taking it. 

It is necessary to make many assumptions in the play and defence. For example. 

1) A player who has bid spades has at least five (unless he is playing a 4-carded major 

system). 

2) When dealer passes, he does not have fourteen points. 

3) A defender who leads a queen has at least the jack of that suit, but not the king, 

unless he announces otherwise or is leading from a doubleton or singleton. 

While assumptions of this type are occasionally false, they are usually reliable 

because there is a logical reason for them. This type of assumption is referred to as 

"an inference" or as "an assumption supported by evidence".  

Sometimes you assume that the cards lie a certain way because there is very little to 

lose if they do not. Suppose that you are in a 6H contract with- 

You win the opening lead with the ace and play a trump. West shows out - 

which means that you will have to lose a trump trick. Obviously your 

proper play is to cash two high trumps, return to your hand with a club, 

and take the spade finesse in order to discard the losing 8 of diamonds. 

You assume that the spade finesse will work because you need it to make 

your contract. It is true that a losing finesse would cause you to be 

defeated by two tricks, thereby losing an additional 50 or 100 points, but 

that is an insignificant amount compared to the bonus for making game and 

slam. 

The general rules for playing on an assumption are as follows. 

1) If the cards must lie a certain way for you to make your contract, assume that they 

lie that way. 

2) If the cards must lie a certain way for your contract to be in danger, assume that 

they lie that way (and take appropriate precautions). 

3) Make no more assumptions than are necessary, it is easier to have one prayer 

answered than two. 

4) Consider all of the consequences of your assumption, if the consequences are 

ridiculous or improbable, try making a different assumption. 

5) When defending, follow the same principles (Assume a lie of the cards which will 

enable you to defend the contract.) 
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